
Appendix-1:  Vegetation Classification

Th e vegetation de scription for W olf Cree k  focus e s  prim arily on th e  types, specie s  com pos ition, age ,
and structural ch aracteristics  of th e  tre e s .  Th is  w as done to describe th e  vegetation in a cons istent
m anner acros s  all ow ners h ips  and obtain inform ation us eful for th e  analysis .  Th e  follow ing is  a
description of th e  clas s e s  used to describe th e  vegetation in W olf Cree k 1:

Non Fore st:   All areas  not producing a stand of tre e s  w ith  # 40% canopy closure .  Th is  also includes
rock land areas , q uarrie s , agricultural and pasture  lands, brus h fields, and oth er m iscellaneous barren
ground.

H ardw oods :   Prim arily red alder and bigleaf m aple w ith  >  60% h ardw ood canopy closure .  Th e s e
stands are  often as sociated w ith  w etlands or stream s ide areas .  Som e large scattered conifers  including
Douglas-fir, h em lock , and cedar m ay be present, w h ich  increas e s  th e  structural com plexity and
attribute s  of th e  stand.

M ixed Conifer H ardw ood:   H ardw ood specie s , prim arily red alder and bigleaf m aple, m ak e  up at
least 40% of th e  canopy closure .  Th e  rem aining stand is dom inated by Douglas-fir and m ay include
w e stern h em lock  or red cedar.

Clearcut:   Approxim ate age  range is  0 to 10 years , but m ay rem ain for 20 to 30 years  if refore sation
w as delayed or unsucce s sful.  Sh rub and tre e  regeneration is  le s s  th an 40% of th e  canopy closure  and
generally les s  th an 3 m eters  ( - 10 fe et) in h e igh t.  Th e  units  m ay range from  recently h arve sted and
m ainly devoid of vegetation to areas dom inated by h e rbaceous  specie s  ( gras s e s  and forbs), s h rubs , tre e
s e edlings , and/or re sprouting h ardw oods .

Sapling - Pole:   Th e s e  areas  range in age  from  approxim ately 10 to 29  years .  Saplings  are  3 to 13 cm
( - 1 to 5 inch e s) in diam eter; poles  are  from  13 to 28 cm   ( - 5 to 11 inch e s) diam eter breast h e igh t
(DBH ).  Th e  average canopy closure  varie s  w ith  tree dens ity.  Th e  sapling stands form  a branch ing
h abit th at is  very dense and lim ber.  Dead lim bs tend to be retained, re stricting acce s s  to th e  canopy. 
Th e  pole stands form  a les s  dense branch ing h abit.

Pole - Young:   Th e  approxim ate age  of th e s e  stands is  30 to 79  years .  Pole stands are  13 to 28 cm  (
- 5 to 11 inch e s) DBH  w h ereas  th e young stands range from  28 to 53 cm  ( - 11 to 21 inch e s) DBH . 
Th e s e  areas  average greater th en 60% tre e  canopy.  Th e branch  structure  on th e young stands is
m oderately stout creating availability to m ost of th e  canopy for ow ls.  M istletoe broom s  m ay start to
develop and live crow n ratios  are  variable but are decreas ing w ith  increas ing crow n closure .  W ith in
th e dens e  stands, com petition related m ortality (suppression) create s  sm all diam eter snags  and dow n
w oody m aterial.

M ature  over Young:   Th e s e  are  "uneven" aged stand, usually in th e  pole-young condition, w ith  le s s
th an 50% of th e  canopy in m ature  s ize  tim ber in th e  overstory.  An elem ent of old-grow th  s ized tre e s  (
greater th en 86 cm , 34 inch e s) m ay be present as  w ell as  a h ardw ood understory.  Th e s e  stands m ay
exh ibit structural ch aracteristics  as sociated w ith  large m ature  or old fore st stands.

M ature :   Th e s e  areas  range in age  from  80 to 19 9  years .  Th e  average stand DBH  is  greater th en or



e qual to 53 cm  to 86 cm  ( - 21 to 34 inch e s).  Th e  canopy closure  is  greater th an/e qual to 40% and
m ay be fully stock ed at 100%.  Th e branch  structure  is  stout. Th e  m ore  open or patch y stands m ay
h ave developed a layered canopy w ith  varied understory.  Dens e  stands, w h ich  h ave developed under
intens e  com petition, m ay retain a sm all live crow n ratio and little or no understory.  Th e  stand
developm ent is directional tow ards a m ore  open canopy and understory.

Old over Young:   Th e s e  areas  are  "uneven" aged stand usually in th e  pole-young condition w ith  le s s
th an 50% of th e  canopy in old fore st s ized tre e s .  An elem ent of, generally les s  th en 10%, of m ature
s ize  tre e s  m ay be present as  w ell as  a h ardw ood understory.  Th e s e  areas  generally exh ibit structural
feature s  as sociated w ith  old fore st stands.

Old Fore st:   Th e s e  areas  are  200 year old stands w ith  th e dom inant overstory in tre e s  86 cm  ( 34
inch e s) at DBH .  A w ell developed m ulti-layer, m ulti specie s  canopy exists .  Large snags , dow ned
w ood, and decadence  are  also pre s ent.  Th e  overstory m ay be com posed of long lived succe s s ional
specie s  such  as  Douglas-fir and w e stern red cedar or clim ax specie s  lik e  w e stern h em lock .  Th e
understory m ay be dom inated by conifers , h ardw oods , and/or s h rubs .
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